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*  It may well be that in a particular case
a perfectly correct opinion may be obtained
from some anonymous person, incapable of
identification, who heard none of the parties
to the controversy, but brought his individual
reason to bear in private upon a miscellaneous
bundle of correspondence.   It is even pos-
sible that, in a particular case, a mysterious
individual of that kind might not be in the
smallest degree tempted or diverted from
a sound opinion by the fact, if it happened to
be the fact, that he was closely associated
with one of the parties to the controversy.
But it is manifest that an opinion so arrived
at differs by the whole width of the heavens
from the decision of a court.   The work
of a  court  involves  many  important  in-
gredients, as for example :
* That the judge is identified and is per-
sonally responsible for his decisions.
* That the case, subject to rare exceptions,
is conducted in public.
* That the result is governed by the im-
partial application of principles which are
known and established; and
* That all parties to the controversy are
fully and fairly heard.'*
* The New Despotism^ pp. 35-6.